Services for next week:

Hampton-in-Arden

Thursday 4th          
10am Communion 
Sunday 7th
8.15am Common Worship
11am Christingle and Toy Service
6.30pm Healing Communion


Bickenhill
               
Sunday 7th
11am Morning Prayer


Barston

Sunday 7th
9.45am Prayer Time 
10.30am All-Age Service

[bookmark: _Hlk195781057][bookmark: _Hlk198884178][bookmark: _Hlk199837772][bookmark: _Hlk202441768][bookmark: _Hlk213400431]Readings for next week: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215225236]Isaiah 11. 1-10; Matthew 3. 1-12

We pray for: Bob Middleton, Judy Middleton, David Mort, Mike Beasley, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Angela Jones, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell and Chris Cluley. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Val Sharp, David Scannell, Gordon O’Connor, Richard Mitchell, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Neil Jones, Doreen Morris, Doug Holdom and John Ishem.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Patricia Lewis, Roger Glover, Albert Bates, Betty Clarke, Alan Bloomfield and Wendy Raby. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know at office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk  
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Hampton. Barston. Bickenhill.

Three Churches Together.

Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.

30th November 2025- Advent Sunday

Isaiah 1. 1-5; Matthew 24. 36-44


Thought for the week.

Matthew 24- Be prepared.
I am sure we all know the Cub Scout motto, ‘be prepared’. It is a good motto for anyone, I suppose, and it is the resounding, consistent message of Advent, which
starts today. And actually, it is the golden thread running through everything we do
on Advent Sunday, and the whole of this season it we let it speak to us.
The advent challenge for all of us is to live, as much as is possible, as if the kingdom
was already here. That is the best way to be prepared… live as if it is here already. Amen.
SD


Collect

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin to the
light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.


[bookmark: _Hlk195784806]Hampton 
· Tea and Toast Friday 5th December at 9-10.15am in the hall. 
· Mary would like to invite people to help make Christingles on Saturday 6th at 10.30am in the church hall.
· Saturday 6th December wedding of Gemma and Stefan at 1pm.
· Ex Urbe Chamber Choir will be performing Christmas music in church on Saturday 6th December at 6pm. Tickets £12 from www.exurbe.org 
· Toy and Christingle Service December 7th, 2025, at 11am. Christingles for all. If you feel able, please bring a cash donation for The Children’s Society and an unwrapped gift for Birmingham City Mission’s Christmas Toylink distribution of gifts to families in need. BCM request gifts for children, especially for babies and 9–15-year-olds. New books, toys, games and puzzles (not used ones). Please do not wrap your gift so that they can match the gift to the child. If you prefer to give online, please go to The Children’s Society and BCM web pages. If you’re unable to give, please come and collect your Christingle, all the same.
· Future dates for diary: Christmas Fair 11am-1pm on Saturday 13th December in the Fentham Hall. Nine Lessons and Carols 21st December 6.30pm. Children’s Village Nativity Trail December 22nd 2.30-4.30pm. Interactive Nativity Service 2pm on 24th December with Midnight Mass at 11.30pm. Communion services at 8.15am and 11am on Christmas day.
· Donations needed for Christmas Fair. Soft toys in good condition and any items for the tombola (bottles, gift sets, biscuits, candles, new books etc) would be greatly appreciated. 
· We will again be inviting people to write one Christmas card to the whole church family which can be displayed on the board in church. Perhaps use the money saved to donate to charity and congratulate yourselves on reducing paper waste! 

Barston 
· A huge ONE BIG THANK YOU to Karen for once again organising the wonderful Christmas Fair yesterday. It was a great time and hopefully you got started on gift buying or found gifts or treats for yourselves as we begin this season of Advent. Also thanks to all the other people who helped in any way to make it such a wonderful event.
· Tuesday 2nd St. Swithin’s House 10-12pm Christmas Hobby House and Tea Club with a Christmas theme. Carols and mince pies plus cake to round off a lovely year for both groups.
· Wednesday 3rd Meeting of Trustees and PCC on the future of the House. Time not yet confirmed at time of writing.
· December 6th Final BIG BREAKFAST of 2025. A lovely way to start the day. Perhaps invite a friend or neighbour for a Christmas treat. They will not be disappointed. A BIG THANK YOU to Libby and Richard for heading up the team in such a fantastic way for another year.
· Also December 6th Churches Together Christmas Coffee Morning at the Jubilee Centre in Balsall Common (behind Tesco) from 10.30-12 noon. Perhaps have an early breakfast at Barston then pop over for a coffee and a sweet treat.
· December 7th  All-Age Service where we are asking you to bring TOYS for Birmingham City Toylink Appeal. A note was sent out about this during the week. We will be having a collection in the service. If buying a toy is difficult then cash can be given. Please put in marked envelope (Toy Appeal). Many thanks in advance. This will be followed by a Bring and Share lunch.
· December 14th NO MORNING SERVICE but CANDLELIT CAROL SERVICE in the evening.
· DECEMBER 25TH 10am Family Service, NB note earlier time. Please consider if you could invite family, friends or neighbours to any of these events.
· Christmas card for the village will be in church next week so if you could hand deliver a few please speak to Helen. Many hands make light work! 
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