Services for next week:
Hampton-in-Arden

Wednesday 24th
2pm Interactive Nativity Service
11.30pm Midnight Mass
Thursday 25th          
8.15am Communion 
11am Communion
Sunday 28th
8.15am B.C.P.
11am Eucharist 
6.30pm Bible Study

Bickenhill
               
Sunday 28th
11am Eucharist

Barston

Thursday 25th
10am Family Communion
*NB change of time*
Sunday 28th
10.30am Warm space. No formal service but church open 10-12.

[bookmark: _Hlk195781057][bookmark: _Hlk198884178][bookmark: _Hlk199837772][bookmark: _Hlk202441768][bookmark: _Hlk213400431]Readings for next week: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215225236]Isaiah 63. 7-9; Matthew 2. 13-end

We pray for: Bob Middleton, Judy Middleton, David Mort, Mike Beasley, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Angela Jones, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell and Chris Cluley. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Val Sharp, David Scannell, Gordon O’Connor, Richard Mitchell, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Neil Jones, Doreen Morris, Doug Holdom, John Ishem and Rev. Stephen Mayes.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Patricia Lewis, Roger Glover, Albert Bates, Betty Clarke, Alan Bloomfield, Wendy Raby, Dr. John Hodgson, Eileen Taylor and Roger Harrison. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know at office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk  

Please recycle this pew slip.
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Three Churches Together.

Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.

21st December 2025- 4th Advent 
Isaiah 7. 10-16; Matthew 1. 18-end

Thought for the week.
In the Old Testament the prophet Isaiah spoke to King Ahaz in a moment of great fear and uncertainty, promising a sign: a child who would be called Immanuel, “God with us” (Isaiah 7:14).
At that time, this sign assured the people that God had not abandoned them, but was present and active in their crisis.
Centuries later, Matthew saw that this promise went much further.
When Jesus was born of Mary, Matthew wrote, “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet... ‘they will call him Immanuel’” (Matthew 1:22–23). Matthew understood that God’s presence had come through Jesus Himself.
In Jesus, God comes close to us bringing hope, forgiveness, and a new beginning. He is not distant or silent, but very near, ready to meet us, to help us, and restore us. “God with us” means we are never alone, and through Jesus, God opens the way for us to know His love, peace, and hope in everyday life.
I wish you a special Christmas.
MM
Collect
Eternal God,
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,
so we wait for his coming in glory;
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age
to see, with her, our great salvation
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

[bookmark: _Hlk195784806]Hampton 
· Nine Lessons and Carols this evening (21st December) at 6.30pm. Do bring your friends, family and neighbours. There will be a collection in aid of church funds.
· A reminder that we have our Children’s Village Nativity Trail December 22nd 2.30-4.30pm. Starting in the church hall. Please speak to Jess today if you can help.
· We have the Interactive Nativity Service 2pm on 24th December (fancy dress welcomed!) then Midnight Mass at 11.30pm. Communion services at 8.15am and 11am on Christmas Day.
· Kim is creating the next six-month rota for “Church clean” people. If there are any other folk out there, wanting to chip in (might work out about one visit every 5/6 weeks for 30-40 mins) please contact him on 07527 540529 or e-mail him on kim.rawson@btinternet.com  

Barston 
· Thank you to all who gave to our retiring offering after the carol service last weekend. We will be giving Matt a gift of £220.
· Today we are delighted to welcome back Alan Black who will be preaching.
· 28th December at 10.30am Warm Space – no formal service but church will be open 10-12 noon with music, prayer and an opportunity to be quiet after the busyness of Christmas. Refreshments available.
· Please continue to remember in your prayers Neil (son of Gloria), his wife, Lisa and family. Neil is being treated at Marie Curie as I write this. He is being made comfortable with pain relief and hopes to be looked after at home with help from specialist nurses.
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Bickenhill

· The funeral of Roger Harrison will take place at Robin Hood Crematorium on Monday 29th December at 2.30pm. Afterwards at The Regency Hotel, Stratford Road, Shirley.
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