Services for next week:
Hampton-in-Arden

Thursday 8th January 
10am Holy Communion

Sunday 11th January
8.15am B.C.P.
11am Eucharist
6.30pm Compline

Bickenhill
               
Sunday 11th January
11am Matins

Barston

Sunday 11th January
9.45 Prayer Time
10.30am Holy Communion

[bookmark: _Hlk195781057][bookmark: _Hlk198884178][bookmark: _Hlk199837772][bookmark: _Hlk202441768][bookmark: _Hlk213400431]Readings for next week: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215225236]Isaiah 42. 1-9; Matthew 3. 13-end

We pray for: Bob Middleton, Judy Middleton, David Mort, Mike Beasley, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Angela Jones, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell and Chris Cluley. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Val Sharp, David Scannell, Gordon O’Connor, Richard Mitchell, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Doreen Morris, Doug Holdom, John Ishem, Rev. Stephen Mayes and Robin Mortimore.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Patricia Lewis, Roger Glover, Albert Bates, Betty Clarke, Alan Bloomfield, Wendy Raby, Dr. John Hodgson, Eileen Taylor, Roger Harrison and Neil Jones. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know at office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk  

Please recycle this pew slip.
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Hampton. Barston. Bickenhill.

Three Churches Together.

Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.
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4th January 2026- Epiphany
Isaiah 60. 1-6; Matthew 2. 1-12

Thought for the week.
“And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they [the wise men] left for their own country by another road.”
There is something magical about the account of the Wise Men being led to Jesus by a star. It guides them to the manger of “overwhelming joy.”
But they did take one diversion. They assumed that the birth of the Messiah must be in Jerusalem. There, the tyrant Herod tried to recruit them as his spies, lying that he wanted to worship the new-born king.
Whether the dream that warned them to avoid Herod was a mystical experience or their sleeping brains sorting out what Herod was up to, they did the right thing; they found a new way home.
An encounter with Jesus shines light on the malign influences in our lives: the people who want to exploit us and others; their lies and cunning. That same encounter lights an
alternative road home; the path of the Servant King.

MC

Collect

Creator of the heavens,
who led the Magi by a star
to worship the Christ-child:
guide and sustain us,
that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

[bookmark: _Hlk195784806]Hampton 
· Friday 9th January 9-10.15am Tea and Toast in the church hall. A lovely sociable group for babies and toddlers with their grown-ups! 
· Next PCC meeting is on 14th January at 7.30pm in the church office.
· Saturday 17th January Ladies’ Breakfast in the church hall.
· The new church care rota is up on the communications board. Thank you to Kim for co-ordinating this and to all the willing volunteers who work so hard to keep our church looking lovely. 
· The new 8.15am service rota is also on the communications board, many thanks to Nick Adcock for producing this and to all who are on the duties list!
· Information about the Eco-Lent study course for 2026 starting in February is now on the Communications board.
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Barston 
· Today we welcome back Matt who will be speaking in our All-Age Service. Family Lunch will follow the service today. All welcome – there is always plenty of food.
· Big Breakfast. On a freezing cold morning we once again thank Libby and Richard for heading up the team yesterday to provide a wonderful breakfast on a bitterly cold morning.
· Tuesday 6th Hobby House at 10am. If you fancy learning a new creative skill in 2026 then Karen would be delighted to welcome you. Just turn up and she will look after you. Tea Club follows this and starts at 2pm. This is the opportunity to just chat and eat homemade cake with lots of tea. Ladies and men are most welcome. Again, not a huge group and a very warm welcome awaits you.
· The service last Sunday which was in a very different format was very well received so a big thank you to those involved in making it happen. We will be doing that again in the future. We always welcome feedback.
· Praying is the core of our church. It always has been and we continue to promote the importance of prayer. Please continue to pray for Gloria and Graham, Lisa, his wife and family as they begin the New Year grieving for the untimely death of Neil, Gloria’s son, just before Christmas. He was diagnosed with cancer in September last year. Please pray for the arrangements for his funeral later this month.
· Please also pray for Ian Jones as he takes up his new post for six months at Leeds Hospital as a paedriatric surgeon. Please pray for Ian as he will be living away from the family at times. Pray for Gill as she keeps the home running here and for Nat and Sammy that they will adapt to this change at home.
· As we move into the New Year we are still unsure of the future of the House. Please keep praying for the Diocese Committee and Trustees of the House.
· We still need a Treasurer. Ian gave us notice of his intention over 12 months ago to give up after 20 years in the job. This is the period of transition leading up to APCM in April in which Ian was hoping to be shadowed. Please pray that someone will step up to this role.This is vital for the future of our church.
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‘and the glory of the Lord
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