Services for next week:
Hampton-in-Arden

Thursday 29th January 
10am Holy Communion

Sunday 1st February
8.15am Common Worship
11am All Age
6.30pm Healing Communion

Bickenhill
               
Sunday 1st February
11am Morning Prayer

Barston

Sunday 1st February
9.45 Prayer Time
10.30am All Age Service

[bookmark: _Hlk195781057][bookmark: _Hlk198884178][bookmark: _Hlk199837772][bookmark: _Hlk202441768][bookmark: _Hlk213400431]Readings for next week: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215225236]Malachi 3. 1-5; Luke 2. 22-40.

We pray for: Bob Middleton, Judy Middleton, David Mort, Mike Beasley, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Angela Jones, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell and Chris Cluley. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Val Sharp, Richard Mitchell, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Doreen Morris, Doug Holdom, Rev. Stephen Mayes, Robin Mortimore and David Moore.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Patricia Lewis, Roger Glover, Albert Bates, Betty Clarke, Alan Bloomfield, Wendy Raby, Dr. John Hodgson, Eileen Taylor, Roger Harrison, Neil Jones, Gerald Boston and John Isham. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know at office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk  
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Hampton. Barston. Bickenhill.

Three Churches Together.
Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.

25th January 2026- Conversion of St Paul
Acts 9. 1-22; Matthew 19. 27-end.
Thought for the week.
Acts 9 1-22 The conversion of Saul. Paul is there at the stoning of Stephen. He is there in Jerusalem throwing believers in prison. He is off to Damascus full of zeal to hunt
down more believers in Jesus. He then encounters Jesus and everything changes.
All his certainties crumble before him, he is wrong, he is blind, he is in the dark. This
experience is the end, but it is also the beginning. We are told Saul went into the
desert for three years and he came out very different. Saul changed from a man
hardened by belief in his own certainties to a compassionate man with a deep
assurance of God. There are times God challenges us and we face changes that can be painful and take time. God is patient and we need to be patient as people
building takes time. God hasn’t finished with us…we are all building sites…SD
Collect
Almighty God,
who caused the light of the gospel
to shine throughout the world
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul:
grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion
may follow him in bearing witness to your truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
[bookmark: _Hlk195784806]Hampton 
· The replacement of the lights in the Nave started on 19th January. We hope you can all notice the improvement! Remaining work will be completed this week. 
· Tea and Toast is next running on Friday 6th February 9-10.15am in the church hall. A friendly, welcoming group for under 5’s and their carers. 
· Pancake Party February 17th 2-4pm at church. All welcome!
· Thanks to those who helped at our Church Open Day yesterday.
· A reminder that Chronicle subscriptions are now due. Any submissions for next month to hinachronicle@gmail.com by close of play Monday please. 
· There will be a Celebration of Life service for Gerald (Gerry) Boston on Friday 30th January in church at 2pm.
Barston 
· BARSTON BRIDGE CAMPAIGN.
Thank you to all people who popped into Institute last Wednesday to meet and talk to the Council Representative. Please register your concern online if you are able. Link was sent via e-mail in  the week. 1000 leaflets have been delivered in both Hampton and Knowle by volunteers from village and church. We have till 4th February to log concern .
· SOUND SYSTEM. Huge THANKS to Martin for spending many hours this week re figuring the sound system , installing a new mixing desk with all that entailed, replacing the stand mike that failed last weekend, mending the radio and hand held mikes so we now have a fully working, clearer sound  system which we have not had for sometime. We just turn up each week and assume everything will be ok. Last weekend that didn’t happen - we managed but it was a challenge. We are truly grateful that different people are willing to give up their time and use their skills and knowledge to make our church a comfortable, welcoming and functional space for us all.
Chris will be sharing with us in next couple of weeks what has been happening with the external repairs that have been on going and possible future plans for church building.
· Monday 26th at 10am, Open the Book rehearsal at St. Peters. We really need to recruit new members to the team. If you can read and would like to be part of what we are doing, going into schools sharing Bible stories, please talk to Linda, Chris C, Helen or Gary.
· Tuesday 27th at 8.40am and Wednesday 28th at 10am Open the Book assembly at Balsall Common, KS1 then KS2. 
· Sunday 1st after the service FAMILY LUNCH. A chance to share wide variety of food over fellowship. Bring whatever you like. 
· LENT – Shrove Tuesday happens to be a Tea Club day so we will be serving pancakes that day and raising money for charity. This year we thought MARIE CURIE in memory of Wendy who was a founder member of tea club and a volunteer for many years with Marie Curie hence her help with Barston Bears when Karen set that up all those years ago and still continues to sell them today to raise funds for the hospice. Well done Karen. Also in memory of Gloria’s son, Neil, who was helped and cared for by Marie Curie at the end of his life last year. We will be running a LENT COURSE based in the House on Wednesday afternoons for 5 weeks starting at end of February. Dates and details to follow.
· Future date. Sunday 12th July, Bishop Esther will be coming to our OUTDOOR SERVICE as part of St. Swithin’s weekend. 

Bickenhill
· PCC meeting after the service today.
· Listen for the Bells on the afternoon of Monday 2nd February 2026.Chris Bennett, rang his first peal at St Peter’s on 2nd February 1976, he had been a member of the church choir and had learned to ring bells at St Peter's in 1969, the family then moved to Yorkshire in 1974. Chris continued to ring as a student in Sheffield, and returned to Bickenhill to ring his first full peal in 1976, to mark the opening of the National Exhibition Centre by HM Queen Elizabeth, Chris did ring further peals at Bickenhill in July 1979 and March 1986, the latter being for the retirement of the longstanding vicar, Rev. Stanley Owen, who he had known since early childhood. Chris has continued his life long interest in bell ringing and towers, and is now the advisor on bells to the DAC of the Sheffield Diocese, it is with great pleasure we welcome him back for his 50th anniversary peal. Chris has invited guest ringers to join him to complete this challenge. The church will be open from1.30pm for the peal to start at 2.00pm. We believe a full peal takes about 3 hours. If you are free please do come along to listen. There will be light refreshments available.
· We are still taking subscriptions to the 50 club, if you haven't renewed your membership yet or you would like to join please speak to Mary Ruffell.
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