Services for next week:

Hampton-in-Arden

Thursday 11th          
10am Communion 
Sunday 14th
8.15am B.C.P.
11am Eucharist with JAM children’s group
6.30pm Compline


Bickenhill
               
Sunday 14th
11am Eucharist


Barston

Sunday 14th
NO MORNING SERVICE
(5.15pm quiz/songs in the Bulls’ Head)
6pm Candlelit Carol Service in church.
Mince pies and mulled wine in St. Swithin’s House afterwards.

[bookmark: _Hlk195781057][bookmark: _Hlk198884178][bookmark: _Hlk199837772][bookmark: _Hlk202441768][bookmark: _Hlk213400431]Readings for next week: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215225236]Isaiah 35. 1-10; Matthew 11. 2-11

We pray for: Bob Middleton, Judy Middleton, David Mort, Mike Beasley, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Angela Jones, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell and Chris Cluley. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Val Sharp, David Scannell, Gordon O’Connor, Richard Mitchell, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Neil Jones, Doreen Morris, Doug Holdom, John Ishem and Rev. Stephen Mayes.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Patricia Lewis, Roger Glover, Albert Bates, Betty Clarke, Alan Bloomfield, Wendy Raby and Dr. John Hodgson. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know at office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk  

Please recycle this pew slip.
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Hampton. Barston. Bickenhill.

Three Churches Together.

Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.

7th December 2025- 2nd Advent 

Isaiah 11. 1-10; Matthew 3. 1-12

Thought for the week.

For most of us, succession planning is something which begins a few years, months or weeks before we move on – if it happens at all. For John the Baptist, his whole life was about succession planning. His role was to hand on to someone who was greater than he was. The Messiah.
But, however good our succession planning, however smooth our handover, we find, as John did, that we have no control over how things pan out after we step aside. John thought he would be unworthy to untie his successor’s sandals. His successor, the Messiah, had other ideas. He washed his followers’ feet.
Jesus, the baby in the Christmas manger, will take us all by surprise. His life of humble service, his defeat of death and his own succession planning are not what John expects. Jesus’s succession plan, the gift of the Holy Spirit, was to be for us. Who’d have predicted that? M.C.

Collect
Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.

[bookmark: _Hlk195784806]Hampton 
· Thanks to the team (co-ordinated by Mary) who helped to make our Christingles on Saturday. Much appreciated.
· CHRISTMAS FAIR next Saturday 13th 11am-1pm in the Fentham Hall. Church will keep all money from entrance, refreshments, Santa, several children’s stalls, raffle tickets and table hire plus more. So please do come along and encourage others to come along too. Bring lots of cash!!! If you can’t make it on the day, raffle tickets available at £5 per strip from The Post Office and the church office (or buy on the day) with some lovely prizes donated by local companies so this would be a great way to support our event.
· Calling all bakers!!! If you could provide traybakes or any mince pies as refreshments for our Christmas Fair on Saturday we would be very grateful. The church will keep all the profits from refreshments and we are hoping for a large footfall! 
· Ladies’ Breakfast 20th December 9am in the church hall. All welcome.
· Kim is looking for EIGHT readers for the Nine Lessons and Carols Service (6.30pm Sunday 21st December). Please contact Kim on 07527 540529 or kim.rawson@btinternet.com ).
· A reminder that we have the Children’s Village Nativity Trail December 22nd 2.30-4.30pm.  Plus the Interactive Nativity Service 2pm on 24th December with Midnight Mass at 11.30pm. Communion services at 8.15am and 11am on Christmas Day.
· Feel free to use the board at the back of church to display your Christmas cards to the congregation.

Barston 
· Thanks to those who decorated the church on Thursday. It’s looking very festive. Special thanks to Shirley and Chris for buying and getting the tree in situ, then decorating it. All very time consuming. To Chris J for putting up the poles and lights, to Gill and Chris for beautiful arrangements. To Karen and Kim for other decorations. We are very fortunate to have such talented folk that are willing to do this for us.
· The Christmas Fair was really well attended last Saturday. Delighted to say that just over £900 was raised in three hours.A huge amount of behind the scenes organisation and planning was undertaken once again by Karen. There was a great atmosphere and it was a very happy morning raising a lot of money. Many thanks for all your hard work Karen. We really do appreciate all you do to make this event happen. Thanks to everyone who helped in any way – great teamwork again.
· Today we have a Bring and Share lunch after the service. Plenty of food and all welcome.
· Also today the Barston village Christmas tree lights are being turned on at 5pm.If you are free why not pop over? Mulled wine and mince pies will be shared. The tree is on the left just past Oak Lane.
· December 14th NO MORNING SERVICE but CANDLELIT CAROL SERVICE in the evening.
· Post box for church cards TODAY ONLY. They will be sorted by next Sunday. If you are not coming to the carol service we will pop them to your home.
· DECEMBER 25th 10am Family Service, NB note earlier time. Please consider if you could invite family, friends or neighbours to the service.

Bickenhill

· Please pray for Rev. Stephen Mayes who had a knee operation this week. We wish him well for a speedy recovery.
· Our Christmas Carol Service is on Sunday 21st December at 11am. All are welcome.
· Thank you to all the ladies who decorated the church for Christmas last Friday.
· If anyone has any spare items of food for the food bank, please leave them in the box. We shall make a final delivery for this year on Friday 19th December.
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