Services for next week:
Hampton-in-Arden

Thursday 24th September
10am Communion 

Sunday 27th September
8.15am B.C.P
11am Harvest Festival with Eucharist (SR)
6.30pm Study

Bickenhill
               
Sunday 27th September
11am Eucharist


Barston

Sunday 27th September
9.45 Prayer Time 
10.30am Holy Communion with Alan Black preaching and Sue Ashton presiding
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We pray for: Judy Middleton, David Mort, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell, Chris and Michelle Cluley, Ann Hall, Kevin and Michele Garrison. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Doreen Morris, Robin Mortimore, Keith Ward, Rick Smallwood, Gwen Eley, Gary Wood, Pauline Tutchings, Trixie Harman and Peter Smith.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Anne Oliver-Jones, Angela Jones, Janet Griffiths, Barbara Waring, Dawn Byrne, Audrey Clayton Pearce, Richard Mitchell, Malcolm Baldwin and the McDonald family. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know  office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk 
 
Please recycle this pew slip.
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Hampton. Barston. Bickenhill.

Three Churches Together.
Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.

20th September 2026- Trinity 16

Philippians 1. 21-end; Matthew 20. 1-16

Thought for the week

Paul writes, “For to me, to live is Christ.”
The situation he finds himself in is uncertain, yet what matters to Paul is that his life belongs to Jesus and in that he can be confident.
Jesus’ story of the workers in the vineyard takes us further. Some work all day, others only an hour, yet the landowner is equally generous to them. Those who have worked longest really think this is unfair. But Jesus is showing us that God’s kingdom is built on grace, God’s love and generosity towards us, not on what we think we have earned.
That can be difficult. We easily compare ourselves with others: what we have done, how long we have served, or whether someone else has received more than us. Jesus invites us instead simply to be thankful for all that God gives us.
Paul had discovered that freedom. Life was no longer about what he might receive in return, but about belonging to Christ.
God’s grace is not a wage we earn, but a gift we receive — and there is always enough for everyone. MM

Collect
Lord of creation,
whose glory is around and within us:
open our eyes to your wonders,
that we may serve you with reverence
and know your peace at our lives’ end,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Please be aware Rev. Stuart will be hopefully having a hip replacement on Tuesday 29th September and will be away from work for around six weeks.
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· This afternoon - Ex Urbe Concert in church. Music from the coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla. Starts at 2pm, tickets £15 on the door.
· Our Fundraising Gala Concert with Gaynor Keeble in church last Sunday was a huge success, raising £2200 towards our building maintenance fund. Massive thanks to Gaynor and her students, those who attended and Mary Charlton and her wonderful team of helpers. 
· Monday 21st 12.15pm Wedding Blessing of Ralph and Carissa.
· PCC meeting Monday 28th September at 7.30pm in the church office.
· 27th September is our Harvest service where we will be collecting long-life food donations. If anyone has an idea for a destination, please let the church office know, otherwise we will add to our usual donation to Community Essentials Foodbank in Olton.
· Friday 2nd October 9-10.15am Tea and Toast Stay and Play in the church hall.
· Harvest supper Friday 2nd October at 6.30pm. Please sign the list at the back of church or contact the church office. All welcome!
· Christmas Fair December 12th in the Fentham Hall 10-3pm.

Barston 
· Ladies’ Night on 25th September at 7pm for 7.30pm at Knowle Church. Speaker Rachel Hughes (co-leader at Gas Street). Canapes and mocktails from 7pm in St. John’s Hall. If you’ve not been before it really is a wonderful time of worship, teaching and fellowship.
· Harvest Retreat at Temple Balsall on Saturday 26th September from 10am-12 noon. Please see leaflet on table in porch to book your place. Anne and Pauline have been before so please speak to them if you need more information.
· October 2nd from 9am decorating the church for harvest. Please come if you can, we will be in church until late morning. Fresh produce, if possible, but tins are also welcome. Food will once again go to a local charity in Kingshurst where meals are provided for older folk in their homes. Jean will be here to talk about her work. If you cannot get to the shops or will be away, can we suggest you make a financial gift and we can buy food on your behalf. I have already received a gift of £20 to this end.
· October 4th Harvest – All age. Speaker from A Rocha, the only worldwide Christian environmental charity. Robert and Katherine Thomas from this church went to work for the charity in Southall in London over 20 years ago. It was founded by a young couple, Peter and Miranda Harris, over 40 years ago. Peter grew up in Solihull and his Christian journey began here at St. Swithin’s. We will be having an offering for their work which is groundbreaking in many parts of the world now. Family lunch will follow the service. Our speaker will be staying so it’s a good opportunity to chat to him and find out more.
· Big Breakfast date change – now 10th October.
· Christmas Fayre November 14th. Get the date in your diary and let your friends know! 

Bickenhill
· We are holding a Skittles afternoon on Saturday 26th September 3.00pm, all are welcome, if you would like to come, please contact Caroline on 07881465683 to book your place. It is a bring and share afternoon with a raffle and we ask for donations. All funds go to the upkeep of the Church.
· Our Harvest Festival Service is on Sunday 27th September 11.00am. Please bring long-life food donations which will be donated to the food bank.
· PCC meeting after the service on 27th September.
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