Services for next week:

Hampton-in-Arden

Thursday 18th          
10am Communion 
Sunday 21st
8.15am Common Worship
11am Family Eucharist 
6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols


Bickenhill
               
Sunday 21st
11am Carol Service


Barston

Sunday 21st
9.45am Prayer Time
10.30am Morning Prayer

[bookmark: _Hlk195781057][bookmark: _Hlk198884178][bookmark: _Hlk199837772][bookmark: _Hlk202441768][bookmark: _Hlk213400431]Readings for next week: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215225236]Isaiah 7. 10-16; Matthew 1. 18-end

We pray for: Bob Middleton, Judy Middleton, David Mort, Mike Beasley, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Angela Jones, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell and Chris Cluley. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Val Sharp, David Scannell, Gordon O’Connor, Richard Mitchell, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Neil Jones, Doreen Morris, Doug Holdom, John Ishem and Rev. Stephen Mayes.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Patricia Lewis, Roger Glover, Albert Bates, Betty Clarke, Alan Bloomfield, Wendy Raby, Dr. John Hodgson, Eileen Taylor and Roger Harrison. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know at office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk  

Please recycle this pew slip.
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Hampton. Barston. Bickenhill.

Three Churches Together.

Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.

14th December 2025- 3rd Advent 
Isaiah 35. 1-10; Matthew 11. 2-11
[image: ]

Thought for the week.

3rd Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday. Unlike Lent, Advent is not a heavy penitential season, but a time of expectant waiting, hopeful anticipation and joyful
preparation for God’s coming into our lives and hearts. It is less a time for a spiritual
deep cleaning than of making our homes ready to welcome a special guest.
That special guest is our Lord Jesus Christ. He is coming again, so, we rejoice at his
first coming and rejoice at his second, eagerly anticipated coming as judge of all.
Let us welcome him into our lives and the life of our community, city, nation, and
world. Boy! Doesn’t the world, our nation, our community and in truth each of us,
need Jesus today.
SD


Collect

God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.



[bookmark: _Hlk195784806]Hampton 
· Please note that compline has been cancelled this Sunday 14th December. So no service today at 6.30pm.
· A HUGE thank you to all who helped to fill and distribute the church Christmas cards to the village. We have had lots of lovely feedback.
· The funeral of Eileen Taylor will take place in church on 17th December at 11am. Please note that the church will be locked from 12 midday to 2pm on this day.
· Thank you to everyone who helped with all the preparations for the Christmas Fair yesterday. Please note that Anna is out of office 18-22nd December.
· George Fentham service in church 9.30am on Friday 19th December.
· Ladies’ Breakfast 20th December 9am in the church hall. All welcome.
· Kim is looking for EIGHT readers for the Nine Lessons and Carols Service (6.30pm Sunday 21st December). Please contact Kim on 07527 540529 or kim.rawson@btinternet.com ).
· A reminder that we have our Children’s Village Nativity Trail December 22nd 2.30-4.30pm. We have the Interactive Nativity Service 2pm on 24th December with Midnight Mass at 11.30pm. Communion services at 8.15am and 11am on Christmas Day.
· Feel free to use the board at the back of church to display your Christmas cards to the congregation. A final call too for donations to the food bank in the link room before Christmas.
· [image: ]Kim is about to start creating the next six-month rota for “Church clean” people. If there are any other folk out there, wanting to chip in (might work out about one visit every 5/6 weeks for 30-40 mins) please contact him on 07527 540529 or e-mail him on kim.rawson@btinternet.com  



Barston 
· Today we are indebted to all those who have helped in any way to make this evening possible. THANK YOU!
· Everyone is very welcome to come across to the House afterwards for mulled wine, tea, coffee and mince pies.
· Retiring offering for Matt Vaughan, Inter Serve Missioner, working in the inner city.
· Tuesday 16th Hobby House at 10am with Christmas fun.
· Tuesay 16th Gentlemen’s Club at Eastcote Park, “All about Christmas,” 2.30-4pm.
· Wednesday 17th 11am at Eastcote Park Christmas Service.
· Thursday 18th at 1.30pm Funeral and burial of Dr John Hodgson. Please pray for family and friends as they prepare for the service.
· DECEMBER 25th 10am Family Service, NB note earlier time. Please consider if you could invite family, friends or neighbours to the service.
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Bickenhill

· We are saddened to announce that we have been told that our dear friend Roger Harrison has passed away. He was a very active member of our congregation and choir. As a Lay reader he took many services at Bickenhill and many evening services at Hampton. As a choir member he helped the choir at hampton on many occasions.  Please pray for him and his dear wife Joyce. When we hear any details of the funeral we will pass them on.
· Our Christmas Carol Service is on Sunday 21st December at 11am. All are welcome.
· If anyone has any spare items of food for the food bank, please leave them in the box. We shall make a final delivery for this year on Friday 19th December.
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