Services for next week:
Hampton-in-Arden

Thursday 5th February 
10am Holy Communion

Sunday 8th February
8.15am B.C.P.
11am Eucharist with JAM children’s group
6.30pm Compline

Bickenhill
               
Sunday 8th February
11am Eucharist

Barston

Sunday 8th February
9.45 Prayer Time
10.30am Holy Communion

[bookmark: _Hlk195781057][bookmark: _Hlk198884178][bookmark: _Hlk199837772][bookmark: _Hlk202441768][bookmark: _Hlk213400431]Readings for next week: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215225236]Romans 8. 18-25; Matthew 6. 25-end.

We pray for: Bob Middleton, Judy Middleton, David Mort, Mike Beasley, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Angela Jones, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell and Chris Cluley. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Val Sharp, Richard Mitchell, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Doreen Morris, Doug Holdom, Rev. Stephen Mayes, Robin Mortimore, David Moore, Michelle Cluley and Keith Ward.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Betty Clarke, Alan Bloomfield, Wendy Raby, Dr. John Hodgson, Eileen Taylor, Roger Harrison, Neil Jones, Gerald Boston, John Isham and Joan Wilson. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know at office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk  


Please recycle this pew slip.
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Hampton. Barston. Bickenhill.

Three Churches Together.

Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.

1st February 2026- Presentation of Christ

Malachi 3. 1-5; Luke 2. 22-40.


Thought for the week

Contemplation on the light of a Candle

We gaze in silence on the flickering flame of a candle.
It holds our attention as we watch, we wait, we weep, we wonder, we worship.
Simeon and Anna had watched and waited, and no doubt wept. Now they looked into the eyes of the baby Jesus in wonder and in worship. Gazing on the Light of the World.
Wishing you a wondrous Candlemas.
MC


Collect

Lord Jesus Christ,
light of the nations and glory of Israel:
make your home among us,
and present us pure and holy
to your heavenly Father,
your God, and our God.


[bookmark: _Hlk195784806]Hampton 
· Tea and Toast is on Friday 6th February 9-10.15am in the church hall. A friendly, welcoming group for under 5’s and their carers. 
· Pancake Party February 17th 2-4pm at church. All ages welcome!
· Ash Wednesday service 18th February at 7.30pm. Readers, servers and people to do prayers needed, please speak to Rev. Stuart.
· Eco-Lent 26 course starts on Tuesday 24th February 7.45pm at Knowle Parish Church. Postcards with further details available on the table by the South door.
· Advance notice that Meriden Road will be closed from Monday 23rd February-Sunday 8th March (8am-6pm Monday to Friday) for construction of the River Blythe Viaduct. There will be a fully signposted diversion route in place.
· A full-to-bursting Foodbank was collected this week by Community Essentials this week. They send huge thanks on behalf of all the many people this helps. Keep the donations coming!
· A reminder that Chronicle subscriptions are now due.

Barston 
· Family lunch after the service today. All welcome …
· Open the book Tuesday 3rd at Lady K School at 9am.
· Hobby House Tuesday 3rd 10-12.30pm and Tea Club 2-4pm. All welcome.
· Wednesday 4th Open the book at Springfield, 9am. Eastcote Park Communion service at 11am.
· Saturday 7th Big Breakfast from 8.30-11am.
· Dates for the diary. 17th February Pancakes for charity. Lent Course starts on 25th February and for the next five Wednesdays in St. Swithin’s House from 1.45- 3.30pm. Please consider coming. You will not be disappointed. Easter Saturday, April 4th from 1pm Birthday drop-in at Audrey’s to celebrate her 102nd birthday.
· Barston Bridge campaign. Please register your concern online if you are able. Link was sent via e-mail in  the week. 1000 leaflets have been delivered in both Hampton and Knowle by volunteers from village and church. We have till 4th February to log concern.
· Future date. Sunday 12th July, Bishop Esther will be coming to our OUTDOOR SERVICE as part of St. Swithin’s weekend. 

Bickenhill

· Listen for the Bells on the afternoon of Monday 2nd February 2026.Chris Bennett, rang his first peal at St Peter’s on 2nd February 1976, he had been a member of the church choir and had learned to ring bells at St Peter's in 1969, the family then moved to Yorkshire in 1974. Chris continued to ring as a student in Sheffield, and returned to Bickenhill to ring his first full peal in 1976, to mark the opening of the National Exhibition Centre by HM Queen Elizabeth, Chris did ring further peals at Bickenhill in July 1979 and March 1986, the latter being for the retirement of the longstanding vicar, Rev. Stanley Owen, who he had known since early childhood. Chris has continued his life long interest in bell ringing and towers, and is now the advisor on bells to the DAC of the Sheffield Diocese, it is with great pleasure we welcome him back for his 50th anniversary peal. Chris has invited guest ringers to join him to complete this challenge. The church will be open from1.30pm for the peal to start at 2.00pm. We believe a full peal takes about 3 hours. If you are free please do come along to listen. There will be light refreshments available.
· [image: A group of candles on a table

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]We are still taking subscriptions to the 50 club, if you haven't renewed your membership yet or you would like to join please speak to Mary Ruffell.
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