Services for next week:
Hampton-in-Arden

Thursday 26th March 
10am Holy Communion

Sunday 29th March
8.15am Communion
11am Praise Service
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Bickenhill
               
Sunday 29th March
11am Matins

Barston

Sunday 29th March
9.45 Prayer Time
10.30am Morning Prayer

[bookmark: _Hlk195781057][bookmark: _Hlk198884178][bookmark: _Hlk199837772][bookmark: _Hlk202441768][bookmark: _Hlk215225236]Readings for next week: 
[bookmark: _Hlk221866690]Psalm 118 1-2, 19-end; Matthew 21. 1-11.

We pray for: Bob Middleton, Judy Middleton, David Mort, Mike Beasley, Ann Hall, Tony Worthington, Angela Jones, Mona Cardall, Dot Barton, Richard Herne, David Vickers, Vickey Cardwell and Chris Cluley. Paul Pilkington-Birch, Val Sharp, Richard Mitchell, Roger Abrahams, Morris Dobbie, Doreen Morris, Doug Holdom, Rev. Stephen Mayes, Robin Mortimore, Michelle Cluley, Keith Ward, Rick Smallwood, Gwen Eley, Gary Wood, Jenny and Gloria Stidworthy.
We also pray for the families of those who have died; Betty Clarke, Alan Bloomfield, Wendy Raby, Dr. John Hodgson, Eileen Taylor, Roger Harrison, Neil Jones, Gerald Boston, John Isham, Joan Wilson, David Moore and Pauline Booker. If you would like people to be prayed for do let us know at office@hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk  
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Hampton. Barston. Bickenhill.

Three Churches Together.

Sharing God’s Love, Growing Faith and Worshipping Together.

22nd March 2026- 5th Sunday of Lent
Romans 8 6-11, John 11. 1-45.

Thought for the week

This week's readings remind us that God brings life, hope, and renewal, even when situations seem hopeless.
In Romans 8:6–11, Paul contrasts living according to the flesh with living according to the Spirit. A mind focused only on worldly concerns leads to spiritual emptiness, but a mind led by the Spirit brings life and peace. This is a powerful promise that God’s life-giving power is present with us now.
In John 11:1–45, we see this promise in action through the story of Lazarus. When Lazarus dies, it seems like all hope is lost. Mary and Martha are grieving, and the situation appears beyond help. Yet Jesus shows compassion, even weeping with them, before performing the miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead. 
Together, these readings show that God’s Spirit brings life out of death. Whether we experience spiritual struggles, grief, or difficult circumstances, God’s power is greater than what we face. C.T

Collect
Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Earth Hour is a global event where people turn off non-essential lights for one hour to show care for the environment. This year it takes place from 8:30–9:30pm on 28 March. Earth Hour encourages positive action for the planet. Consider lighting a candle and reflecting on God’s love for creation. Pray for justice for those most vulnerable to climate change and ask God what actions He invites you to take.
For more information visit:  www.earthhour.org



[bookmark: _Hlk195784806]Hampton 
· Lent Lunch at 12.30pm in the church hall today. Thanks to David and Jane Colman for organising this.
· Hampton Church APCM meeting will be in church at 7pm on Thursday March 26th. 
· 26th March Lent Course session 5 in the church hall after the service at 10.45am. All welcome.
· Tea and Toast 27th March at 9-10.15am in the church hall.
· George Fentham School Easter service in church at 9.30am on Friday 27th March.
· Service of music and readings on Good Friday at 7.30pm. If you are coming and would be willing to read, please contact Kim on kim.rawson@btinternet.com or text him on 07527 540529
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Barston 
· Today we welcome Emily, Chris C’s daughter, who will be telling us about her life and her subsequent calling, along with her husband, to become missionaries for YMAM. All will become clear shortly. We would like to give Emily a gift so we are having a retiring offering at the end of the service.
· Week 6 of our Lent Course in St. Swithin’s House at 2pm, led by Martin this week. 
· Next Sunday is Palm Sunday with our guest speaker Matt and we are having our Family Lunch then, as our normal 1st Sunday will be Easter Day and most people will be with families. Hope to see you there.
· Big Breakfast has also changed to the second Saturday, 11th April, so please name a note and tell your friends to come please.
· The service on Easter Day will now be Holy Communion BUT AT 10am.
· On Easter Saturday the church will be decorated for Easter, if you can spare an hour to help that would be great. Any time from 10am. There will be coffee and maybe bacon rolls! 
· Later on the same day Audrey will be celebrating her 102nd birthday with her family holding an open house from 12-4 to celebrate this amazing lady’s birthday. Please feel free to pop by and share this momentous day.
· Quiet Morning on Saturday 18th April, Old Hall, Temple Balsall (a beautiful location) 10am until 12 noon. Led by Christine Crabtree, vicar of the local Methodist Church. Further details on the poster.
· APCM Sunday 12th April after the service in St. Swithin’s House.We still need a Treasurer and Churchwarden so please pray for these vital roles as we move forward.
· St. Swithin’s weekend 11/12th July. This will be happening but on a smaller scale. More details to follow. Bishop Esther will be joining us on the Sunday morning. 

Bickenhill

· PCC meeting today after the service.
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Easter Egg Hunt
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